
r 
P^O t . Sw. 1 E M 1 » U k « H«adl«ht DecMBbar IS. 1960 Downtown fog/t loU In 79?3 

mm XflBSlMAS 

B€$t witha frmm rntl 
ofMil0mUof you. 

JERtY'S WRECKU 

SERVICE 
The Jerry ha(«j*vriijrfl 

MM Cl«i Flora Rd. 

EiVfeLdw 

EMILY'S 
REALTY 

Eiid74BI8taM 
EAGLE LAKE 

nu tsttemytledawBtinm EifW Lain city aquart lookad In tto aarly ISOO'awltliltahltchlnc 
MteliiatMMl ot paiUai matora. Crowda ptbared than on cool summar evanlngs to haar tha 

bam] pUy a conoart In tba circular bandataad and to paaa tha tiroa ot day, 

EAGLE LAKE a colorful 
past, and a bright future! 

(Gdkar'a Nate: 1W 

WiBiaB LitUaaod Chariaa 
BMrd. two of Stephen F. 
Auatin't cobniata who helped 
bofld the Foci aettleMst oo 
the Braaoe Rirer. camped oo 
the ahorea of the lake now 
known aa "Eagle Lake" in 
1821. They killed an eagle 
there, and from that time 
reierred to the apot u Eagle 

In a letter boa Anatin to 
Jamea Ciiaiaiina, Alcalde of 
the Colomdo Diatriet. dated 
May 4. 1824. Auatin referred 
to the "Colorado Diatriet 
above Eagle Lake." 

E ^ Lake'a hiatory atrat-
chea beck to the time when 
the vaat prairiea were 
eovered by taO giaieaa. wiM 

aiid wild game in 
abrntdance. Hie Karankawa 
Imfiane ware known to have 
roamad hare, fiahing in the 
lake, and both eating the 
aUi^tton. and oaing the 
gieaae from them to afford a 
repeflent from the moeqni-
toea. Legeoda have grown up 
aratind the praaence of the 
ftdiaaa. and the earlieat 
known veraioa of "The 
Legend of the Lake" waa 
printed in the "Morning 
Star". Hooatoo. June 18, 
18S0, which in turn waa 
reprinted by the "Richmond 
Telcacope". U ia a romantic 
tale of two iD-(Med lovera 
beaide the waten of the lake. 

The original Auatio L«nd 
Grant waa approved April 2S, 
1828, and in 1824 landa along 
the eaat aide of the Colorado 
Rhrer were qniekly claimed. 
The original granteea were 
Bawaoo ABey, Gabriel Straw 
Snider, A. W. McLain and J. 
W. McNair. Janma J. Boaa, 
Jamea Nebon, C. C. Dyer, 
Thomas Cartwright and 
Andrew Rabb. In 1881. 
Patrick Reela waa granted 
land on the lake. 

In 1836 the Montgomery 

and Thatcher families arrived 
and aettled on the Cartwright 
and Dyer Leaguea, John 
Matthews dairoed the Jamea 
Nelaoo LM^DO in 1828. 
Angus McNeill bought the 
Hoes League in 1844, and C. 
C. Herbert purchaaed the 
land of James S. McNair in 
1845. These lamiliea all 
proapered on the fartile river 
bottom land. The principle 
crops were cotton, com and 
some sugar cane. 

Gamaliel Good, hia wife and 
his three sons were the first 
known settlers in the 
community of Eagle Lake. By 
1856 hejiiil buih a story ajM̂  
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a half # 6 i > i n near the' 
He owned a stage coach 
which was driven by his son, 
Jamea E Good, from Houston 
to San Antonio, the Harmon 
Tracy bmily settled here at 
thia early time alao. 

In 1856 Gamaliel Good 
purchaaed 2300 acres out of 
the Patrick Reels lands, and 
with D. W. C. Harris, a 
part-purchaaer. a townsite 
was designated. In 1859 
Texaa' first railroad, the 
Btttlak), Braxoa, and Colorado 
R ^ a y reached Eagle Lake 
from Harrisburg. Th« Post 
Coach was extended from 
Eagle Lake to Matagorda. 
Judge J. J. Mansfield, 
distinguished congressman 
from Texas, began his law 
practice here and edited a 
small newspaper "The Can­
oe." He waa elected County 
Jndge of Colorado County in 
1888 and iaaued the order of 
incorporation of Eagle Lake 
September 13, 1888. Capt. J. 
W. McCarty was the first 
mayor, and W. T. Eldridge. 
later founder of Sugar Land 
Industries. j|as the first city 
marshal]. Capt. William Dun-
ovant, a cotton planter and 
grower and miller of sugar 
cane, introduced rice grow­
ing into the area in the lower 
lake in 18W. Thereafter 
shalk>w weila, and a system 
that employs water pumped 
from the Colorado River to 
the lake and then into canals, 
irrigated the riee. 

The Lake haa been a 
recreation spot for nuny 
years. At one time a pavQlioo 
w u built over the lake where 
"baOa" were held. In 1920 the 
Lake waa leaaed by the Eagle 
Lake Rod and Gun Gub with 
a membership of very 
prominent Houston men that 
continues to the present Ume. 
In 1918 and 1919 the lake w u 
a training point for airmen 
from Ellington Air Force 
Base, the lake serving aa a 
bombing target. 

Eagle Lake has lon^ bean a 
shipping center. At one time 
there were three rail HDM 
serving the area. Today, oil, 
cattle, riee and sand and 
gravel ahipments make Eagle 

Lake the seeond largest point 
of tonnage shipped on the 
Southern Pacific between San 
Francisco and New Orleana. 

Amateur theatrics began 
here in 1923 with the Komus 
Kiub. Out of this grew the 
Little Theate(, the second 
after Dallaa, organised in 
Texas. 

Women's Study groups 
have been active since 1909. 
In 1919 the present Study 
Club organixed and supported 
a library that only recently 
received city and county aid. 
In 1975 a new $150,000.00 
library, the Eula and David 
Wintermann Library, was 
buih and given to the city by 
the Wintermanns. 

This same year, the 
citizens raised funds matched 
by Hill-Bu.-ton, and a modem 
35-bed hospital, debt free. 
was dedicated, an expendi 
ture of $1,500,000.00. 

The growing of rice on the 
prairies surrounding the 
town has attracted a vast 
number of ducks and geese, 
and the fine hunting has 
prompted the Chamber of 
Commerce to proclaim Elagle 
Lake "Goooe Hunting Capi 
tal." A Prairie Chicken 
Refuge is located nearby and 
is carefully watched over. 

The Texas FdMc Lore Sa 
riety which was meeting 
in Austin, published the 
third number of its "Legends 
of Texas," in which the 
"Legend of Eagle Lake" is 
mentioned, and the Headlight 
reproduced it because it was 
different from the versions 
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Plants of the 
Season Add 
To Festivities 

One of the loveliest 
Christinas traditions is that 
of adorning homes and 
churches with flowers and 
greenery that we associate 
with the season. Christmas 
just wouldn't be Christmas 
without the festive holly, for 
instance. 

Actually, the use of holly 
as a decoration goes all the 
way back to the Druids. 
They bdieved that the plant 
sheltered spirits o f the 
woods who were threatened 
by harsh, winter weather. 
The Romans also consid­
ered the holly to be festive; 
branches were sent to 
friends as Saturnalia gifts. 
In time, the pagan use of the 
plant became Christianized 
so that now holly and the 
holiday season are synony­
mous. 

Another traditional 
Christmas plant is the poin-
settia, known as ihe/lor de 
noche buena (Christmas 
Eve flower) in its native 
Mexico, where \\, was no­
ticed by Jod Roberu Poin­
sett. The American minister 
to Mexico was so taken with 
the colorful flower that he 
brought the plant bac|^ to 
America, where it became 
associated with the holidays 
around the turn of the cen­
tury. Today, thcspeaacular 
poinsettia is a familiar de­
coration in the home and 
around church altars at 
Christmas time. Gifts of t.he 
plant, which are now culti­
vated in pink and white, in 
addition to the spectacular 
red, are also popular at^ 
Yuletide. 
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How Far Is It 
To Bethlehem? 

Pregnancy and alcohol 
abuse don't mix, says the 
.Mirrh of Dimes. A pattern of 
menul and physical birth 
defects railed Fetal Alcohol 

Syndrome can damage chil­
dren of pre^aht mdtdprs 
who drinlf excessively. No 
one knows how much is too 
much. 

SiHI another plant tham 
synonymous with Christ­
mas is (he mistletoe. Like 
(he holly, mistletoe traces its 
popularity back to (he 
Druids. 

Bouquets of best Christmss 
wishes and blooming good 
times aheedt 

l ike Crest Fhmtr Shop 
Mr aad.Mrs.H.C.Innaraadl 

tKSM%%%%%'%maaBasaaa 

i J < » ^ cHft^^W^uJ 

I 

(By Charba E. Rok, paater af The Uiritad 
Methedlat ChaRk, Eagle Ldta] 

How far is it to Bethlehem? By the meuure of time 
it ia a long, long way. Almoat 2000 years away. But the 
star h u not dimmed by the paaaing of the years nor 
the angel's song silenced by the ages. 

The Wiae Men came a long hard journey to find the 
Christ. They traveled over deaert and stream, but 
always with their eyea on a atar and a hope in their 
hearta. The shepherds did not have ao far to go, juat 
from a field on the edge of town. But far or near, the 
distance to Bethlehem dependa on where you are. 

How far ia it to Bethlehem? We cannot meaaure the 
distance in terms of time or milea. It is meaaured by 
love. Bethlehem is where love waa bom and where 
there is love, there is Christ. Bethlehem is anywhere 
love is. 

How far is it to Bethlehem? Jesus had an humble 
beginning. He was bom in a manger to parents who 
weee very poor. His manner of life waa one of 
humility. He was the Prince of Peace yet He never sat 
at the council tables. He wu the Son of God yet He 
never associated with the prieat. He waa the aource of 
truth and wisdom yet He never dwelled in the halla of 
the learned. It was always with the common folk-the 

^>utcast, the poor, the sick, the sinner-that Jeaua 
' r«ltJBethleh$ei ia anywheceJiearta are as humble aa 

nanger. * 
How far is it to Bethlehem? There is no room for 

Him at the inn. This w u the pattern of Jeaus' life. 
There w u no room for Him among Hia people. Here 
wu no room for Him in the worid. There wu no room 
for Him in the hearts of men. It h u been that way 
t ^ u g h the ages. The inn keeper, who could find no 
room for Him in his house, w u u far from the real 
Bethlehem u he could b<e. Bethlehem is anywhere men 
will give Him room. 

How far is it to Bethlehem? It is anywhere that 
Christ is born in your heart, in your home, in your 
community-^a^ywhere that He is bom. 

We All Love 
The Music of 
Christmas! 

What would Christmas 
be like without music! Can 
you imagine Christmas Eve 
without the strains o f 
"Silent Night" to evoke 
thoughts of the tender 
mother and the Holy Child? 

Indeed, music has been a 
part of the holiday tradition 
ever since the angels per­
formed the first Christinas 
"concert" for a group of 
awestruck shepherds. 

Since then, simple carols 
and great oratorios alike 
have expressed humanity's 
joy and wonder over the 
events of Christinas. 

interestingly enough, 
many early carols were 
actually folk songs without 
Christian content . , . so . 
today's newer, secular 
compositions have a tradi­
tion of sorts behind them. 
But, the most meaningful 
Christmas music is, of 
course, religious in context. 
Handel's Messiah has in- _ 
spired generation after gen-' 
eration since it was first per­
formed before George II in 

1743. -yJk 
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Spinning oiu wheels to wish you 
happy holiday. DriYf corohilly for 

..Wrte holiday, j ^ > \ 

Christmas Thoughts 
By ELPS Third Graders 
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(Pallewiiv are slMrt sUriea 
an tha Chriataaa flaaasn by 
lira, daada Ebarkart's tfcM 
(radars at E^ie Lake 
Priasary ScheeLj 

One night before Christnus 
my Dad w u working and 
Mom w u cooking for my 
Dad. It w u late and I had to 
go to sleep. The next day I 
got up and it w u Christmu. 
I got dressed and went to 
watch TV. When I went to 
the living room, there w u a 
Christmu tree with presents 

under it. I pisyed with ray 
toys. Then we starting 
eating. Later on we visited 
our cousins and then we came 
home and played witlk our 
toys. Daniel Sosa. \ 

• • "U • 

The meaning of Christmaa 
is when Jesus Christ w u 
bom on December 25 in 
Bethlehem. He wu bora in a 
stable. Mary made a cradle 
for Him. Mary had Jesua 
Christ there. The three wise 
men brought Him presents. 
In the stable with Jesus were 
sheep, cows, and donkeys.-
Mary Cope. 

Once upon a time I w u 
sleeping in my room. Then I 
heard a noise. I went down-
stairs t« see what it wu. It 
wu Santa Gaus. When I saw 
him, he w u leaving some 
presents and then he went up 
the chimney. Whep'lie got 
out of the chimney, I went to 
my room and saw Santa 
Claus and his reindeer and 
the aacka of toys in his sleigh 
flying through the air. When 
he w u leaving, he w u 
saying, "Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry 
Christmu to all." Romaldo 
Cardenu. 

Not all Christmas music 
is as awesome, however. 
The simplicity of Franz 
Gruber's "Silent Night" 
has made it one of the most 
loved Christmas carols. 
Joyful hymns such as 
" A d e s t e F ide le s" and 
"Hark, the Herald Angels 
Sing" are other Christmas 
favorites. 

Don't Open I'ntil 
JaiMMry 6(h 

In many countr i e s , 
Christmas celebrating con­
tinues until January 6th, 
which is known as Twelfth 
Night, the feast of the Epi­
phany or Three Kings" Day. 

Because this is tradition­
ally the day that the Wise 
Men presented their gifts to 
the Christ Child, many 
countries exchange their 
gifts at this time. 

jumped out of bed and woke 
up my brother. We walked 
into the living room real 
quietly. Then we saw Santa 
Claua, ao we went back to 
bed and looked out the 
window. We saw Santa Claus 
and his reindeer flying 
through the air.-Glenn Lip-
perdt. 

Santa's unpoi king a sensational 
'Etiristmos for eueni one of our ( us-
tomers! We'ue piu in a special request 
that ifour holidaifs be fesiire and joih). 
abundant Luijti the Jouc U..fLuiiiiLf Miui 

~p lends.' " . 

JO ANN'S 
105 North McCutjjT • E a ^ L a k e 

Jo Aiin.& Kenneth MahaUtc 
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Register At 

Miller's Grocery 

For Xmas Prizes 

The Oscar Miller family 
reminds that registrations 
are now being taken, without 
obligation, for a Jackpot 
Prize Drawing to be held at 
4K)0 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Dec. 24th u part of the 
Miller's Grocery pre-Christ-
mu holiday promotion. 

You may register at the 
grocery anytime between 
now and 4 p.m. Dec. 24th to 
be eligible for the following 
cuh prizes: five $1.00 prizes, 
two $2.00 prizes, one $5.00 
prize, one $10.00 prize, one 
$25.00 prize and one $50.00 
prize, or a total of $99 in cuh 
prizes. 

Registrations will however 
be limited to persons 18 years 
of age and over. No children 
under 18 may register. 

The Perfect Gift Per 
Al 

A Sdbecriptiaa Te 
1lMliendi%kt-234-2783 

Your friendship and sup­
port is great insurance hr us! 
Hope your holida^/s are 
happv. 

Grigar Insurance Agency 
WiUeMae&Louia 

Grigar 

EAGLE LAKE 


